The depressed state of trade seems to be affecting a good number of our institutions. Among those complaining of a diminution in the funds is the Ingham Infirmary, South Shields. This infirmary being in the centre of the district, which has lately been going through troublous times, has naturally suffered to a serious extent. But the allegations as to want of prompt attention to surgical cases, made at the annual meeting by Mr. Peter Thornton and some others, will, perhaps, have had some influence in the direction of diminishing receipts from the miners. The piano and the tennisground, according to these allegations have an undue fascination for the doctors, but it is to be hoped, for the credit of the institution, that complaints have been unduly exaggerated. The need of such an institution is undoubted, and if only a few rich people will come forward it will soon be supplied.
